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moment by his chaplains, and faming against them so that
neither the King nor the Queen could contain themselves. It
was the same with everybody else who witnessed the scene.

I could see nothing more than the back of the Prince and
the Princess as they knelt each upon a cushion between the
prie-dieu and the altar, the cardinal in front making grimaces
indicative of the utmost confusion. Happily all I had to think
of was the nuncio, the King's major-domo major having placed
himself by the side of his son, captain of the guards. The
grandees were crowded around with the most considerable
people: the rest filled all the chapel so that there was no
stirring.

Amidst the amusement supplied to us by the poor cardinal,
I remarked extreme satisfaction in the King and Queen at
seeing this grand marriage accomplished. The ceremony
finished, as it was not long, only the King, the Queen, and,
when necessary, the Prince and Princess kneeling; their Catho-
lic Majesties rose and withdrew towards the left corner of their
footcloth, talked together for a short time,, after which the
Queen remained where she was, and the King advanced to me,
I being where I had been during all the ceremony.

The King did me the honour to say to me, " Monsieur, in
every respect I am so pleased with you, and particularly for
the manner in which you have acquitted yourself of your
embassy, that I wish to give you some marks of my esteem, of
my satisfaction, of my friendship. I make you Grandee of
Spain of the first class, you, and, at the same time, whichever
of your sons you may wish to have the same distinction; and
your eldest son I will make chevalier of the Toison d'Or."

I immediately embraced his knees, and I tried to testify to
him my gratitude and my* extreme desire to render myself
worthy of the favour he deigned to spread upon me, by my
attachment, my very humble services, and my most profound
respect. Then I kissed his hand, turned and sent for my chil-
dren, employing the moments which had elapsed before they
came in uttering fresh thanks. As soon as my sons appeared,
I called the younger and told him to embrace the knees of the